You’re My Friend

By: Mike Collier

A couple of weeks ago I was outside with John. We were playing when some of his little friends came to the fence to talk to him. He didn’t see them at first so I pointed them out to him. I said, “there are your friends.” He turned, looked at them and then said to me, “No, you’re my friend.” At first I playfully responded by saying, “No, I’m your Daddy.” He looked at me seriously and replied, “You are my Daddy and my friend.” The more I thought about those words, the more I realized how spiritually fitting that those words are.

God is indeed our Father. Paul wrote to the Corinthian brethren saying, “Therefore, "Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."” (II Cor 6:17, 18) God desires this relationship with us. As Christians we are to be as children to Him, looking to Him for guidance, teaching, and correction. That is a special relationship unlike any other. 

Friend is defined by Webster’s New World Dictionary thusly: 1. a person whom one knows well and is fond of; intimate associate; close acquaintance. 2. a person on the same side in a struggle; one who is not an enemy or foe; an ally. Let’s take at few minutes to look at these definitions and how they compare to God’s word regarding our relationship with Him. Is God our friend?

Let’s consider the first definition. It is a person whom one knows well and is fond of; intimate associate; close acquaintance. Notice a few key words in this definition. knows well, intimate, associate, and close. Herein lies the important element. We all understand that God knows us well. Better than we know ourselves, in fact. In Psalm 139:1-4, David writes, “O Lord, You have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. You comprehend my path and my lying down, And are acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word on my tongue, But behold, O Lord, You know it altogether.” Through this we can begin to understand the intimacy of God’s knowledge. But going back to the words we spoke of we can that there is much more involved. In order for there to be true closeness and intimacy it must be mutual. We must know God just as intimately. Paul told the Corinthians, “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe” in I Corinthians 1:21.Through this we can see that we can only know God through hearing His word, both by preaching and by personal study. Now, let’s look at our second definition of friendship.

As mentioned, friendship can be defined as as a person on the same side in a struggle, one who is not an enemy or a foe, and an ally.
Paul gave instructions to the Christians at Ephesus to prepare and arm themselves as soldiers (Eph 6:11-17). We are to soldiers in God’s army, thus making us allies. Unfortunately, there are those who are much too willing to desert their posts, to become God’s enemy instead. What makes us God’s enemy. In James 4:4 we see that we make ourselves an enemy of God when we choose friendship with the world instead of God. Paul tells us that a carnal mind is enmity against God in Romans 8:7. We can’t be “middle of the road” Christians. We can’t try to only render service to God that will be thought well of by the world. That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matt 6:24) To truly be Christian soldiers we must be of the mind of Joshua, who in Joshua 24:15 said, “And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Then, and only then, can we truly be an ally of God.

Many of us have heard the old saying, “To have a friend, you must be a friend”. When it comes to friendship with God that is certainly the case. To be an ally, or have that intimacy, we must demonstrate that we are truly serving God. Remember John’s words in I John 4:7-10: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” We demonstrate our love for God through our service to Him as well as our relationships with one another.

